
Unit 1 Project 1: Four Measure Drum Pattern 
Project description: The four measure drum loop project demonstrates understanding of basic drum 
patterns and the ability to record virtual instruments in Garageband.   

Procedure: 
1. Start with a blank Garageband document. 
2. Create three instrument tracks and change the instruments to a drum machine or drum kit.   
3. Set the metronome to 100 BPM. 
4. Turn on the metronome for recording. 
5. Record four measures of the hi hat on all of the eighth note subdivisions on track one. 
6. Record four measures of the snare on beats two and four on track two. 
7. Record four measures of the kick on beats one and three on track three. 
8. Quantize each MIDI clip by accessing the piano roll, selecting the notes (command A), and snapping the 

attacks to the nearest subdivision (command Q).  

Rubric 

NAfME Core Standards 
• MU:Cr1.1.T.IIIa Generate melodic, rhythmic, and harmonic ideas for compositions and improvisations that 

incorporate digital tools, resources, and systems. 
• MU:Pr6.1.T.IIa Using digital tools and resources, demonstrate technical accuracy and expressive qualities in 

prepared and improvised performances of a varied repertoire of music representing diverse cultures, styles, 
and genres.

1 2 3 4

Time The metronome was 
not on during the 
recording process.  
No quantizing was 
used to correct 
attacks.  

Performances were 
recorded with a 
metronome, but 
quantizing was not 
used.  Most attacks 
are either before or 
after the beat. 

Performances were 
recorded with a 
metronome and 
quantizing was used.  
Some attacks 
snapped to the 
incorrect subdivision.

Performances were 
recorded with a 
metronome and were 
quantized to the 
correct subdivision.  

Drum Pattern Two or more 
instruments did not 
follow the rules for a 
basic drum beat for all 
four measures. 

One instrument did 
not follow the rules for 
a basic drum beat for 
all four measures. 

One non-repeated 
error in either the hi 
hat, snare, or kick.

Hi hat was played on 
all of the eighth note 
subdivisions, snare 
was one beats two 
and four, and the kick 
was on one and three 
in all four measures.   

Length The drum pattern 
didn’t start on beat 
one of measure one 
and lasted three or 
less measures.

The drum pattern 
started on beat one, 
but lasted three or 
less measures

The drum pattern 
started on beat one, 
but did not complete 
the fourth measure.

The drum pattern 
started on beat one of 
measure one and 
lasted four entire 
measures. 
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