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Bass Lines: Rhythm
The rhythm of the bass instrument is supported by the kick drum and vice versa.  Most drum 
beats follow these rules and any combination of the three relationship types.  

The rules of the downbeat and note duration
In the majority of drum beats, the kick drum plays on beat one of every measure to strengthen 
the downbeat (beat 1),  The bass instrument always plays with the first note of the kick drum 
to enhance this relationship.  Unlike most drums, bass instruments can sustain a note for a 
long period of time.  The end of a bass note should be occur on a beat or a subdivision.  
Changing the length of a bass note alters the sound of the beat.  Experiment with long and 
short notes in your beat to create more rhythmic variation.     

Relationship I: Bass and kick play at the same time

Relationship II: Bass plays more than the kick

Relationship III: Bass plays less than the kick

Music Technology

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +
Hihat X X X X X X X X
Snare X X
Kick X X
Bass X X

The bass and kick play at the same time throughout the measure in the first relationship.  The 
bass plays with the kick on beat one and the and of two in this pattern.  Note duration is 
shown by colored bars on the beat map.    

Bass and kick  
play on the downbeat

End of the note  
occurs on beat 4

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +
Hihat X X X X X X X X
Snare X X
Kick X X
Bass X X X

The bass can play more than the kick.  Notes that lead into and come out of kick attacks 
support the drum part.  The bass note on the and of beat two leads into the kick on beat three. 

1 + 2 + 3 + 4 +
Hihat X X X X X X X X
Snare X X
Kick X X X X
Bass X

The bass can also play less than the kick.  In this example, the bass only plays on the 
downbeat and releases after the and of beat two while the kick plays on the and of two, beat 
three, and the and of beat four.   
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